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feeble, languid stream, and though languid of no depth—
the other a boisterous and impetuous torrent—but they
meet at last; and long may they continue united to the
comfort of each other, and to the glory, honour, and
security of the nation.' His coalition with Fox propped
up for a while the tottering fabric of Newcastle's govern-
ment, but events were approaching which required
statesmen of a very different calibre.
§ 3. Breaking ottt of the Naval War.
In the spring of 1755 it became evident that war with
France could not be avoided. The nation was eager
for it, but the king was hampered by fear for Hanover.
The English navies might sweep the French from the
seas, but the enemy would wreak his vengeance on the
defenceless electorate. England "was alto- England un-
gether unprepared for a continental war. There ^ndnenSi
were positively only three regiments in the war.
country, and Newcastle would not have any more raised
from jealousy of the Duke of Cumberland, who, as Comman-
der-in-chief, would have the nomination of the colonels.
The prospect abroad was equally cheerless. The foreign
policy of George 'II. and of Newcastle since the Peace
of Aix-la-Chapelle had consisted chiefly in subsidising
German electors to vote with Hanover in all affairs of the
Empire, and to fight for her if required. But now? just
at the time when they might have been of some use, the
subsidiary treaties with Saxony and Bavaria were on the
point of expiring. Austria, too, showed an inclination to
desert her old ally. On being asked what she would do
for the defence of Hanover and the Netherlands should
they be attacked by France, she made all sorts of difH^
culties, and threw the whole burden of the war on Eng-
land, whom she recommended to contract subsidiary

